








"Carousel I"

Hand-painting was not the only remix Gendron applied to his old photographs. He collaged them as well,
adding in elements from other photos and even 3D animation to create surreal compositions. He used
animation software to adjust the lighting on digital 3D objects, matching them to the right environments
before dropping them in the scene.

Gendron had a hand in the making of some of the scenes themselves. For example, he created the hat the
Crocodile Woman is wearing in his picture. The woman herself is someone he used to date in Blacksburg,
Virginia. Though the era has passed, Gendron still uses the art he made in those times. “Don’t have the
girlfriend, still have the hat,” he said.
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"Crocodile Woman's Back"

Gendron chose to wear a different hat Saturday afternoon: a simple black baseball cap with white lettering
saying “Make Art Not Content.” Gendron said he often wore it to events like these. “I like the idea of long-form
things,” he explained. “Art is difficult not only to make but to appreciate”
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Gendron got his photography chops while working at a photo store in Blacksburg in the '90s, buying and selling
used cameras. If he was just interested in producing content, banging out piece after piece, he might be sitting
on a nice, neat portfolio of thousands of similar works by now. Instead, the twists and turns Gendron’s art makes
are ones no one could have predicted, not even him. He worked toward the right moments, the clunky
equipment that would open up wider ranges of possibilities, and the slow yet solid development that came with
a thoughtful art practice. His hat was a “call for quality and the things that are more important.”
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Some of Gendron’s artworks at his pop-up booth were smaller versions of framed pieces on Fussy Coffee’s walls.
Gendron was not only the artist of the afternoon but the current featured artist in Fussy’s rotation of painters,
photographers, and collagers who get to see their work above the heads of patrons sipping coffee and typing
away on their laptops.
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"Twin Engine Plane"

"This is Me"



When Gendron took his photographs in the '90s, he wasn’t thinking of their final form. It would be over 20 years
before they would go through the collage and painting transformations that make them truly one of a kind.

So does he look back at those originals, compare them to what they’ve blossomed into?

No, Gendron said in his easy breezy way. “It’s just way the way time marches on.”

Gendron’s art can be found at his online shop. His show at Fussy Coffee remains on display.
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